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1 Dogs on Beaches Community Engagement activities 

1.1 Engagement activities 
The primary focus of community engagement activities was to direct community members to the 
Participate PAE website to find out more about the Community Working Group’s options and to 
complete the survey. The Participate PAE pages included information about  
 

• the Community Working Group process 

• answers to frequently asked questions 

• information, maps and videos outlining each option 

• an ask a question/contact us option 

• directions to request a hardcopy survey 

• background information from earlier stages of engagement 

• the ability to follow the project 
Information about the engagement was communicated via 

• An email to all registered dog owners with email in the Dogs and Cats online system 

• Letter to all households on the Lefevre Peninsula (13,000+ letters) 

• 4000 emails across 4 email campaigns to site members and project followers 

• Signs at beach entrances and along foreshore areas across PAE – a significant number of 
these signs were illegally removed during the engagement period 

• Roadside banners 

• Postcards 

• 4 City of PAE Social media posts including promoted posts 

• One appearance on television news 

• 2 School groups, with abbreviated survey 

• 9 Pop-up sessions at locations across the beaches and PAE 
 

1.2 Pop-up sessions 
During the six weeks of community engagement, staff ran nine pop-up engagements across our 
community. The aim of the sessions was to ensure people had the opportunity to hear about the 
engagement and talk to us about the proposals that had been prepared by the Community Working 
Group. We spoke to approximately 250 community members across the pop-up activities. Below is a 
summary of key themes discussed at each session. Overall, discussions with community members, 
mainly centered around clarity of what the rules were currently, what the future rules were being 
proposed in the different options and background information about the process and specifics about 
each proposal. Many people asked for clarity around why the process was occurring and why it was 
needed. Many others thanked the City of PAE and Council for undertaking the process and shared 
their experiences with the current rules not meeting their needs or not being followed, with 
discussions also including implementation and enforcement of rules. 
 
The Dogs of LeFevre Peninsula group, shadowed several of our foreshore pop-up engagements, 
setting up a marquee and distributing information about how they would like the community to 
‘vote’ (via voting sheet, see heading 1.3). Several community members expressed their confusion 
about which pop-up tent was the official engagement tent. Some community members after speaking 
to the Dogs of LeFevre group, came over to the City of PAE marquee with misconceptions about the 
options that were being proposed, including that dogs were being excluded from areas of the beach. 
Once staff had the opportunity to speak through the proposed options, most then felt comfortable 
that the proposals offered variety, were reasonable and provided a compromise for different wants 
and needs across the community.  

https://participate.cityofpae.sa.gov.au/dogs-on-beaches
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=saved&v=682984513755406


Pop-up activity Summary 
Semaphore Beach Pop-
up: 9-11am, Saturday 23 
September 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff spoke to approximately 50 community members. Some members 
came specifically for the engagement and others stopped in on their 
way past. Postcards were given to families using the playground and 
community members on the shared pathway. There were mixed 
responses from community members around their support for the 
different options. Many community members were unaware that the 
rules for the grassed foreshore are currently off-leash at all times, with 
many thinking that on-leash zones around the jetties was reasonable 
and a few believing the entire grassed foreshore should be on-leash. 
Most people with dogs, expressed that they already leashed their 
dogs on the grassed foreshore when people were present. 
 
The Beach Dogs on Lefevre peninsula set up a marquee on the 
foreshore and spoke to community members sharing their preference 
for the engagement including a voting information sheet. 

North Haven Beach Pop-
up: 4.30-6pm, Thursday 
28 September 2023 
 

Staff spoke to approximately 25 community members over the 
session. A group of approximately 8 people arrived as staff were 
setting up, who were questioning why the engagement was occurring, 
resourcing, why Council was wasting time etc. The group presented 
different views about what should happen and when one person 
arrived who said they were attacked by a dog on the beach, they were 
made to feel uncomfortable by the group. There were very strong 
views about engagement and they were advised to complete the 
survey. A number of people requested a hard copy survey be sent to 
them. Quite a few received the letter in their letterbox the same day. 
 
As the session went on, others came along and there were many 
constructive conversations about how the beach could be shared. 
There were also concerns raised about if North Haven has different 
rules, it may become more popular compared to the current use 
which is more locals. 
 
A common theme throughout the session was the amount of dog 
feces not just near the beach but also at the reserve behind the surf 
living saving club. It appears to be a daily issue where dog owners fail 
to clean up after their dogs.  

Semaphore Beach Pop-
up: 7.30-9am, Tuesday 3 
October 2023 

Staff spoke to approximately 25 community members. Conversations 
were held with community members to understand what information 
they needed, talk through the process and function of the working 
group, and show the options as displayed on the maps and answering 
questions. 
 
A variety of opinions were shared including desire to keep things as 
they are as well as understanding the need to balance community 
needs, in particular areas such as the foreshore when busy and 
whether on-leash areas would need to be year-round. 
 
The Beach Dogs of LeFevre group setup a marquee on the grassed 
foreshore. 



Pop-up activity Summary 
Port Plaza Pop-up: 
5-7pm, Thursday 5  
October 2023 

Staff spoke to approximately 35 community members from PAE and 
surrounding suburbs about their use of PAE beaches and their 
preferred rules for dogs on beaches moving forward. A resident 
attended the session who specifically came down to talk to staff away 
from the foreshore where they were worried about neighbours 
hearing their feedback. They thanked us for the opportunity to speak 
to staff at different locations. Majority of people staff spoke to, felt 
that Semaphore South to Breakwater options 2 and 3 provided an 
opportunity/compromise for everyone. 

Touch a Truck Pop-up: 
10am to 12noon, 
Saturday 7 October 2023 

Staff spoke to approximately 15 community members who came up 
for a chat when they saw the display or knew we were going to be at 
the event. Most wanted to gain a better understanding of the 
engagement and the proposed options. We shared postcards as most 
were busy with children and looking to visit the engagement platform 
after the event. 

Largs Bay Beach Pop-up: 
7.30-9am, Wednesday 11 
October 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff spoke to approximately 30 community members, predominantly 
of an older demographic, many on a morning walk with or without a 
dog(s). Some with familiarity of the engagement process and many 
seeking clarity, more information and answers to questions about the 
options and process. Postcards were handed out and a number of 
names and addresses recorded for hardcopy surveys to be distributed.  
 
A broad variety of opinions were shared understanding the need to 
balance community needs, experience of fear of dogs, keeping things 
as they are, cultural needs and preferences for and against dedicated 
off-leash areas. Conversation was held with participants to understand 
what information they needed, talking through the process and 
function of the working group, showing the options as displayed on 
the maps and answering questions. 
 
The Beach Dogs of LeFevre group spoke to people on the beach. 

Largs Bay Beach Pop-up:  
9-11am, Sunday 15  
October 2023 

Staff spoke to a steady flow of community members (50-60 across the 
morning) from PAE and other areas of Adelaide including Glenelg. 
Conversation was held with participants to understand what 
information they needed, talking through the process and function of 
the working group, showing the options as displayed on the maps and 
answering questions. 
 
The Beach Dogs of LeFevre group led a walk of 20-25 members and 
their dogs from Semaphore to arrive at their marquee setup a short 
distance down the path. 

Greenacres Library Pop-
up: 
10-11am, Wednesday 18 
October 2023 

Staff members spoke to six community members over the hour. Four 
were attending the English class held at the library and staff member 
spoke about how the engagement information could be viewed online 
in a variety of different languages. Another community member was 
quite familiar with the role of local government in planning and 
enforcing dog by-laws but wasn’t a regular beach visitor. The last 
community member was most interested in speaking about by-laws 
for local reserves as he had had a number of issues with dogs 
approaching him at reserves and not being under effective control.  



Pop-up activity Summary 
North Haven Beach Pop-
up: 9-11am, Saturday 21  
October 2023 

The Beach Dogs of LeFevre group setup near the entrance to the 
carpark. 
 
Staff spoke to about 20 community members including locals walking 
down and members of the North Haven Surf Life Saving Club. A very 
windy morning meant the Marquee had to be setup directly adjacent 
to the Surf Life Saving Club in a more sheltered area. Discussions were 
predominantly about familiarising with the options, in particular the 
options for North Haven. There were views shared in support and 
against the proposed on-leash area at the Northern end of North 
Haven beach. 



1.3 Beach Dogs of Lefevre Peninsula engagement hand out 
The Dogs of LeFevre Peninsula group distributed information flyers and posters about how they would like the community to ‘vote’. 



1.4 School Engagements 
Staff ran a simplified version of the Dogs on Beaches engagements with two school groups from Blair Athol North B-6 
School and Indie School Port Adelaide.  
 
31 students and 2 teachers participated in the engagement.  
How do you feel about dogs? 

• I love dogs - 10 

• I like dogs - 12 

• I don’t mind dogs - 9 

• I don’t like dogs - 7 

• I am scared of dogs - 10 

• I have a dog that is scared/aggressive around other dogs - 2  
 
The simplified survey asked students for feedback about how they felt about descriptive concepts for dog rules 
 

 
 
Main themes from student comments: 

• Importance of dogs having some freedom and access to sand and water – 4 

• Fear / dislike of dogs – allergies, fear of dog dogs, general dislike - 4 

• Don’t like dogs because against religion – 3  

• Owners responsibility to decide / based on dogs training - 2 

• People being able to relax - 2 

• Witnessed incidents with dogs 
 



1.4.1 Student Comments 
ID Tell us more about your answers 

12562 
There have been too many incidents where dog attacks/bites have occurred. Safety is important. On leash 
I think is really important. 

12561 I think owners should make an informed choice if they believe their dog is better or not on/off leash. 

12549 They have to be trained so they don't run off 

12545 I don't like big dogs 

12544 dog's deserve freedom as long as they are trained 

11607 because it's good for dogs (times/part day). 

11605 I think people might feel more safe. 

11604 
I feel like if the dogs are off leash they will maybe act crazy. but if they are off leash part day it will maybe 
be better. 

11603 I would say that owners should be able to choose when their dog would wear a leash. 

11602 I'm allergic to dogs so I don't like them 

11601 Some dog like beach and like to run around and to swim. 

11600 I think dog need to have some freedom to play in the water and sand on the beach. 

11599 I don't really like dogs that much because it is against my religion 

11598 I don't like dog. it's against my religion. 

11597 I don't like dog and it's against my religion. 

11596 at the beach people want to have a good time and relax so dogs should have a leash on. 

11595 I don't really mind dog but my family don't like dog. but other people like dog so I don't mind it 

11594 My family doesn't like dogs so do I so do my little cousins they are really scared of them. 

 
 



2 Public Engagement data 
This document provides a summary of community responses to the Dogs on beaches community engagement survey 
during September and October 2023. In addition to this a shorter survey was provided to children on school visits to 
the Town Hall. 

 

Community survey participants were asked to provide some information about themselves, for example where they 
live, gender, age, whether they own a dog and their relationship with dogs.  

It is noted that the age demographic is generally older than that of the City of PAE at the Census (see inset chart). 
Relative to the PAE population at the 2021 Census there is a higher proportion of female participants (55%) and 
lower male participants (24%), with 0.2% as non-binary and 21% not stating gender. Responses were received from 
46 of 51 PAE suburbs with the greatest proportion of respondents from beachside suburbs and 10% of responses 
from outside PAE.  

Most participants (79%) own a dog and had positive relationships with dogs (93%). Smaller group are scared of dogs 
(4.5%) or have a reactive dog (8.3%) 

 

Participants were asked to rate how they feel about each rule concept/type on a Likert scale including ‘Love it’, ‘Like 
it’, ‘Can live with it’, ‘Dislike it’ and ‘Love it’. 

This represents a summary of how strongly communities and groups within our community feel on the questions put 
to them. The data is presented for all respondents and followed by smaller groups (by their relationship with dogs) 
within the overall response the number of responses per group is listed in brackets in the left hand column. 
Data collected is summarized below. 

 

Please note: an individual may align with multiple smaller groups. For example they might love dogs (Positive group) 
and have a reactive dog (Reactive dog group), as a result the total for ‘All’ respondents does not equal the tally of all 
groups added together. 
 



Public Engagement – About the participants and their relationship with dogs 

Main Survey School Students City of PAE Pop-ups 

962 33 9 
Gender by age group 

 
Locations 

PAE Suburbs 

46 out of 51 

Total responses from top 
5 Suburbs 

499 

Semaphore 
Largs Bay 
North Haven 
Largs North 
Semaphore South 

Responses from 
outside PAE 

102 

Relationship with Dogs 

Do you own a dog? 

Yes 

758 

No 

126 

No, but I care for a dog 

75 

What is your relationship with dogs? 

Love dogs 

719 

Like dogs 

175 

Indifferent 

41 

Dislike dogs 

13 

I am scared of dogs 

43 

I have a reactive dog 

80 

 



3 Engagement Results – Concepts 
This section provides an overview of how participants feel about generalised rule concepts for dogs. 
The rule types include 

• Daylight savings rules (on-leash 10am-8pm) 

• Dog off-leash areas (all times) 

• Dog on-leash areas (all times) 

• Dog exclusion areas (all times) 

3.1 Daylight Savings Rules (DLS) 
In general participants across all groups indicated they are comfortable with the daylight savings rules concept. 
 
140 responses spoke about DLS rules or times providing the right/fair balance for users across the community and a 
separate 138 responses shared general support for the existing rules or leaving the rules as they currently are.  
 
There were a range of responses about DLS rules being too restrictive (61 total) with 45 of these responses relating to 
DLS being too restrictive for off-leash use. Of these 45 comments, 32 related to requests for reduced DLS hours and 
22 comments were around adjusting current days and/or months rules applied for. 16 people had comments relating 
to DLS hours being too restrictive for on-leash use and general beach use, with 8 of these comments requesting 
hours be increased to allow families and people with reactive dogs to access the beach earlier in the morning.  
  
14 people spoke about the current DLS rules not being followed and 8 people suggested daylight savings rules being 
in place all year around. 
 

How do you feel about Daylight savings rules (on-leash 10am-8pm)? 

Responses grouped by question: What is your Relationship with dogs? 

 
 

All responses 
(953)  

 

Positive –
love/like dogs 
(889) 

 

Indifferent to/ 
Dislike dogs 
(50)  

I have a 
Reactive dog 
(78) 

 

I am scared of 
dogs (42) 

 

 



3.2 Dog Off-leash areas 
There was a strong dislike of off-leash areas from people who are scared of dogs, dislike or are indifferent to dogs. 
 
111 comments shared support for off-leash at all times areas stating that they would provide access to shift workers 
and options for dog walkers all year around. 27 people shared that they didn't support off-leash areas listing the 
effect this could have on other beach users, especially locals to this space of beach and that these spaces may 
encourage dog congestion and poor dog management/behaviour. 
 

How do you feel about Dog off-leash areas (all times)? 

Responses grouped by question: What is your Relationship with dogs? 

 
 

All responses 
(933)  

 

Positive –
love/like dogs 
(869)  

Indifferent to/ 
Dislike dogs 
(50) 

 

I have a 
Reactive dog 
(77)  

I am scared of 
dogs (42) 

 

 



3.3 Dog On-leash areas  
People with a positive relationship with dogs expressed a dislike of on-leash areas while people who are scared of 
dogs, have reactive dogs, dislike or are indifferent to dogs expressed a strong liking for on-leash areas. 
 
87 comments shared support for on-leash at all times areas and 40 people spoke about the need to create safe 
community spaces and/or our beaches needing to be safe community spaces. A further 8 people supported on-leash 
areas only during daylight savings. 26 people shared that they didn't support on-leash areas on the beach with some 
mentioning that it would be frustrating and/or confusing to have different rules along the beach and that the 
beaches were often quiet outside of DLS months. 
 

How do you feel about Dog on-leash areas (all times)? 

Responses grouped by question: What is your Relationship with dogs? 

 
 

All responses 
(940)  

 

love/like dogs 
(873) 

 

Indifferent to/ 
Dislike dogs 
(51)  

I have a 
Reactive dog 
(79)  

I am scared of 
dogs (43) 

 

 



3.4 Dog Exclusion areas 
There was a strong dislike of exclusion areas from people with a positive relationship with dogs and people with 
reactive dogs. People who are scared of dogs, are indifferent to or dislike dogs expressed a strong liking of dog 
exclusion areas. 
 
21 comments shared support for dog exclusion areas stating they would create safe spaces for people who didn't 
want to interact with dogs. 35 comments shared a lack of support for dog exclusion areas and the impact that this 
could cause for the community. 
 

How do you feel about Dog exclusion areas (all times)? 

Responses grouped by question: What is your Relationship with dogs? 

 
 

All responses 
(936)  

 

Positive –
love/like dogs 
(872)  

Indifferent to/ 
Dislike dogs 
(50) 

 

I have a 
Reactive dog 
(78)  

I am scared of 
dogs (42) 

 



3.5 General Comments on Concepts 
99 people shared comments about effective control not currently being followed or enforced. 68 people requested 
that dogs be on-leash all times in public areas. 64 people mentioned having a fear of dogs or having a bad 
experience/incident with a dog not under effective control. 64 comments related to increased enforcement of rules 
whether they be the current ones or future ones. 25 people spoke about poor behaviour of some dog owners and 
the effects this had on their use of the beach. 18 people shared comments about them currently having issues or not 
being able to access our beaches because of the current rules and/or behaviours of beach users. 

83 comments spoke about the importance of dogs having opportunities to exercise and socialize. 57 people made 
reference to the enjoyment of their off-leash lifestyle and purchasing a house in this area or visiting this area, due to 
dog friendly beaches. 33 comments spoke about the need for dogs to be able to access adequate open space with 
several mentioning decreasing size of backyards. 27 people spoke about their want to be able to walk dogs off-leash 
at all times on the beach with majority of these comments also saying that this would need to be under adequate 
effective control and would be the owners responsibility to make a decision on whether it was appropriate to do this. 
27 people mentioned issues with disposal of dog poo with some stating the need for bin facilities.  

23 people spoke about the preferences of dog owners being put before other users of the beach or that the 
preferences of dog owners should be put placed before other users as the highest users of this space. 19 people 
thought that the views and preferences of locals should be put before the preferences of visitors to the beach/area. 
Grassed foreshore - 20 people shared comments that they thought the grassed foreshore should be on leash at all 
times. 3 people thought the grassed foreshore should be under DLS rules and 3 thought the rules should remain as 
they currently are. 
Top comments Daylight Savings Rules 

- DLS rules provide the right / a fair balance – 140 

- Leave the rules as they are / general support for DLS rules – 138 

- DLS rules too restrictive – 61 
o Too restrictive for off-leash use - 45 
o Requests to reduce DLS hours -  32 
o Requests to adjust days/months – 22 
o Too restrictive for on-leash and general beach use – 16 

Top comments for dog off-leash areas: 

- Comments in support for off-leash all times areas – 111 

- Comments against off-leash all times areas - 27 
 
Top comments for dog on-leash areas: 

- Comments in support for on-leash areas – 87 

- Creating safe community spaces and need for beaches to be safe community spaces – 40 

- Comments against on-leash all times areas - 26 
 
Top comments for dog exclusion areas: 

- Comments against dog exclusion areas – 35 

- Comments in support for dog exclusion areas - 21 
 
Top general comments for concepts: 

- Effective control not followed or enforced – 99 

- Important of off-leash access for dog health and socialisation – 83 

- Requests for dogs on-leash all times in public places – 68 

- Fear of dogs or bad experience/incident with dog – 64 

- Increased enforcement of rules (existing and/or new) – 64 

- Comments about off-leash lifestyle of local residents – 57 

- Suggestions for or reference around effective control and general dog ownership education – 56 

- Health benefits of owning a dog (mental and physical health and community socialisation) – 53 

- Owners responsibility / decision to follow the rules and/or may the right decision on rules for their pet – 44 

- Importance of access to open space for dogs – 33 

- Requests or preferences for off-leash all times under effective control – 27 

- Comments around lack of dog poo and availability of dog poo disposal - 27 



4 Engagement Results – Options, Grassed Foreshore 
Participants were asked how they feel about the current rules for the Grassed Foreshore and an option for on-leash 
in designated busier areas typically around the jetties. Participants could also provide a comment.  

4.1 Option 1 – Off-leash all areas (Current rules) 
People who are scared of dogs, are indifferent to or dislike dogs expressed a strong disliking of off-leash all areas. 
More than half of people who have a positive relationship with dogs were positive about off-leash all areas on the 
grassed foreshore. 
 
35 people commented in support of the current rules (off-leash all times), 39 people said that there was no issues 
with the current rules, and 13 just stated to leave the rules as they are (some cross over between responses). This 
cohort of respondents did not provide much context as to their support for the current rules other than providing 
areas for elderly and people with mobility issues to exercise their dogs (7), suggesting that the on-leash areas would 
impacts on business (6) and concerns about the impacts on dogs owners on having to put their dog on leash within 
the designated areas (6).  
 

Grassed Forehore – Off-leash all areas (Current rules) 

Responses grouped by question: What is your Relationship with dogs? 

 
 

All responses  
(769)  

 
Positive –
love/like dogs 
(716)  
Indifferent to/ 
Dislike dogs 
(44) 

 

I have a 
Reactive dog 
(66) 

 

I am scared of 
dogs (35) 

 



4.2 Option 2 – On-leash at designated areas 
People who are scared of dogs had a strong liking for designated on-leash areas. More than 75% of people who are 
scared of dogs, are indifferent to or dislike dogs or have a reactive dog loved, liked or could live with designated on-
leash areas, 62% of people with a positive relationship with dogs also supported on-leash at designated areas.  
63 people commented in support of the rules for the grassed foreshore being on-leash at all times.  
People who commented in support of the on-leash areas spoke in support of having safe areas for families and the 
general community to gather (27), support for on-leash in high traffic areas (25) and the general benefits of an on-
leash area (34).  

Grassed Forehore Option – On-leash at designated areas 

Responses grouped by question: What is your Relationship with dogs? 

Relationship 
with dogs  

All responses  
(768)   

Positive –
love/like dogs 
(714)  

Indifferent to/ 
Dislike dogs 
(44)  

I have a 
Reactive dog 
(67)  

I am scared of 
dogs (38) 

 



4.3 Grassed Foreshore General Comments 
33 people mentioned the need for more effective control education, and 33 spoke about effective control not 
currently being followed or enforced. There was a cohort of people who spoke about dog owners needing to have 
the rights to make the responsible decision based on their pet and the surrounding circumstances (22) and/or about 
how they already put their dog on-leash in these areas or around other people and animals. 
 
Top comments Option 1 – off-leash all areas: 

- Support for current rules -35 
- Nothing wrong with current rules - 39 
- Leave rules as they are - 13 
- Needs of people with mobility issues - 7 

 
Top comments Option 2: On-leash at designated areas 

- Benefits of on-leash area – 34 
- Safe family/community spaces – 27 
- Support for on-leash in high traffic areas – 25 
- On-leash all times around children, picnic areas and crowds – 20 
- On-leash at designated times e.g. daylight savings – 20 

 
General comments for Grassed Foreshore: 

- Grassed foreshore should be on-leash at all times – 63 
- Effective control education - 33 
- Effective control not follower or enforced – 33 
- Enforcement of rules - 22 
- Owners responsibility / decision – 22 

 



5 Engagement Results – Options, North Haven Beach 
Participants were asked how they feel about the current rules on the North Haven beaches and an option for on-
leash area in a northern section of the beach. Participants could also provide a comment.  
 
At the North Haven pop-up the Surf Life Saving Club President indicated the club is comfortable with the current 
rules on the beach. 

5.1 Option 1- Daylight Savings Rules 
More than 75% of people who have a positive relationship with dogs or have a reactive dog ‘loved’, ‘liked’ or could 
‘live with’ the current rules. 
 
More than 50% of people who are scared of dogs strongly disliked the current rules. 
 

North Haven Beach – Current Rules (Daylight Savings Rules) 

Responses grouped by question: What is your Relationship with dogs? 

Relationship 
with dogs  

All responses  
(676)   

Positive –
love/like dogs 
(628)  

Indifferent to/ 
Dislike dogs 
(36) 

 

I have a 
Reactive dog 
(54)  

I am scared of 
dogs (28) 

 

Comments 
The highest number of responses showed a lack of support for changes to current rules due to there being nothing 
wrong with the current rules (44), general support for daylight savings rules (37), that the current rules being a fair 
option for all (15) or just simply stated to leave the rules as they are (13) (some cross over between responses). 



5.2 Option 2 – North On-leash Area 
90% of people who are scared of dogs ‘loved’, ‘liked’ or could ‘live with’ this option and 80% for people who are 
indifferent about or dislike dogs. 52% of people with reactive dogs ‘loved’, ‘liked’ or could ‘live with’ this option. 
 
There was strong dislike of this option (greater than 65%) by people with a positive relationship with dogs. 
 
17 comments voiced support for the on-leash area in general, 12 spoke about creating safe community / family 
spaces and 10 voiced feelings that it would be a good compromise for all. Some people felt that that this area of the 
beach was too small to split (15), that the rules should be the same for the full section of the beach (10), the option 
unfairly would impact dog owners (16), create dog/people congestion (12) and that it would be confusing (11).  
 

North Haven Beach – Current Rules, North on-leash area 

Responses grouped by question: What is your Relationship with dogs? 

Relationship 
with dogs  

All responses  
(668)   

Positive –
love/like dogs 
(619)  

Indifferent to/ 
Dislike dogs 
(36) 

 

I have a 
Reactive dog 
(54)  

I am scared of 
dogs (30) 

 

 



5.3 North Haven General Comments 
A group of respondents thought that this beach and/or all beach areas should be on-leash at all times (27) and 
another group of respondents that thought this section of the beach could be appropriate for off-leash all times rules 
or an off-leash all times area (24).  
 
21 people spoke about effective control not currently being followed by dog owners and/or not being enforced by 
Council. 22 people mentioned that this area of the beach was quiet and 13 people said majority of the people using 
the beach were doing so with dogs.  
 
Top comment Option 1 – Daylight Savings Rules: 

• Nothing wrong with the current rules – 44 

• Support for daylight savings rules – 37 

• Fair option for all – 15 

• Leave rules as they are - 13 
 
Top comment Option 2 – North On-leash Area: 

• Support for on-leash area – 17 

• Impacts on dog owners - 16 

• Small area of beach to split – 15 

• Dog / people congestion – 12 

• Confusion around split rules – 11 

• Support safe space for children and families – 12 
 
General comments for North Haven Beach: 

• Support for on-leash all times – 27 

• Support for off-leash all times or off-leash all times area – 24 

• Comments about North Haven being a quiet beach – 22 

• Effective control not being followed or enforced – 21 
 



6 Engagement Results –Options, Semaphore South to Breakwater  
Participants were asked how they feel about options for Semaphore South to the Osborne Breakwater including 

• The current Daylight Savings Rules 

• On-leash around jetties 

• On-leash around jetties, off-leash north of Taperoo 

6.1 Option 1 – Current Rules Daylight Savings Rules 
More than 75% of people who have a positive relationship with dogs or have a reactive dog ‘loved’, ‘liked’ or could 
‘live with’ the current rules. Other groups recorded above 50% for ‘loved’, ‘liked’ or could ‘live with’. 
 
Commentary around staying with the current rules spoke about there being no issues with the current rules (64), DLS 
rules being fair for all users (26), requests to ‘leave rules as they are’ (17) and general support for DLS rules (42) 
(some cross over between responses).  20 people mentioned support for reducing DLS hours to increase off-leash 
hours on the beach especially in the evening. 
 

Semaphore South to Breakwater Current Rules – Daylight Savings Rules 

Responses grouped by question: What is your Relationship with dogs? 

Relationship 
with dogs  

All responses  
(840)  

 

Positive –
love/like dogs 
(788)  

Indifferent to/ 
Dislike dogs 
(43)  

I have a 
Reactive dog 
(73)  

I am scared of 
dogs (34) 

 

 



6.2 Option 2 – On-leash Around Jetties 
More than 75% of people who have are scared of dogs, dislike or are indifferent about dogs ‘loved’, ‘liked’ or could 
‘live with’ this option and 68% of people with reactive dogs. Just over half of people with a positive relationship with 
dogs ‘loved’, ‘liked’ or could ‘live with’ this option. 
 
People that felt Option 2 seemed like a reasonable approach commented in general support for on-leash areas (24), 
and more specifically about supporting the provision of a safe space for everyone all year round (18). 22 people 
mentioned only having the on-leash area during daylight savings.  
 
Commentary around the size of the on-leash jetty areas was as following: 

• 200m total per jetty – 20 

• 500m total per jetty – 9 

• 150m total per jetty – 7 

• At least 1km per jetty – 6 

• 300m per jetty – 6 

• 100m per jetty – 4 

• On leash between Semaphore and Largs Bay jetties - 4 
 

Semaphore South to Breakwater– On-leash around jetties 

Responses grouped by question: What is your Relationship with dogs? 

Relationship 
with dogs  

All responses  
(832)  

 

Positive –
love/like dogs 
(781)  

Indifferent to/ 
Dislike dogs 
(42)  

I have a 
Reactive dog 
(73)  

I am scared of 
dogs (36) 

 

 



6.3 Option 3 – On-leash Around Jetties, Off-leash North of Taperoo 
Reactive dog owners and people scared of dogs were the only groups to have more than 50% indicate they 
 ‘loved’, ‘liked’ or could ‘live with’ this option. 
 
The off-leash area in Option 3 provided the most contrast between respondents with 39 people being very 
supportive of accessing an off-leash area anytime of day all year around and others believing that no area should be 
off-leash all of the time and that this space may cause people to be less aware of their animals and congregate in one 
space (24), not supporting the location of the off-leash area (14) and/or not wanting to have to travel to the off-leash 
area (14). 39 people commented that option 3 provided the fairest option for all users.   
 
People who were not supporting of option 2 and 3 spoke about the confusion that these rules may cause in the 
community (27), issues enforcing the rules (20) and the effects on dog owners (28) and local businesses (10). 
 

Semaphore South to Breakwater – On-leash around jetties, off-leash north of Taperoo 

Responses grouped by question: What is your Relationship with dogs? 

Relationship 
with dogs  

All responses 
(832)  

 

Positive –
love/like dogs 
(780)  

Indifferent to/ 
Dislike dogs 
(43)  

I have a 
Reactive dog 
(71)  

I am scared of 
dogs (34) 

 

 



6.4 Semaphore South to Breakwater General Comments 
There were 28 comments about effective control not currently being followed by dog owners or enforced by council 
and 28 comments about further education around effective control being needed and 25 comments about better 
enforcement of the rules. 21 people thought that it should be dog owners responsibility to decide when and whether 
their dog should be off-leash.  
 
Top comments Option 1 – Daylight Savings Rules:  

• No problem with current rules – 64 

• Support daylight savings rules – 42 

• Fair for all users – 26 

• Support for reduced DLS hours  - 20 

• Leave as is - 17 
 
Top comments Option 2 – On-leash Around Jetties: 

• Support on-leash areas – 24 

• On-leash areas in line with daylight savings – 22 

• Support safe community space – 18 

• Jetty distance uncertainty - 16 
 
Top comments Option 3 – On-leash Around Jetties, Off-leash North of Taperoo:  

• Best options for all users – 40 

• Support off-leash all times area – 39 

• Don’t support off-leash at all times area – 24 

• Travel to Taperoo off-leash space – 14 

• Don’t support location of off-leash area - 14 
 
Top comments relating to Options 2 and 3: 

• Effects on dog owners – 28 

• Confusing – 27 

• Issues enforcing – 20 

• Effects on businesses and tourism – 10 
 
General comments for Semaphore South to Breakwater Beaches:  

• Effective control education - 28 

• Effective control not followed and/or enforced – 28 

• Enforcement of current or new rules – 25 

• Semaphore South to Breakwater on-leash at all times – 24 

• Signage and education – 23 

• Owners responsibility / decision - 21 




