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SITE HISTORY

DESIGN IDEATION

Historically, Polonia Reserve is located on the alluvial floodplains of the Karawirraparri, 
River Torrens.  The area, better known as Mikawomma, was used by the indigenous 
peoples for hunting and picking fruit and vegetables.  More recently the use and 
cultural links are suggested in the reserve’s name, Polonia Reserve.  ‘Polish Diaspora’ 
Reserve (English translation) has been a significant meeting point for the Polish 
Community since the 1940s when the World War Two migrants came to Adelaide.  In 
1950, the site became home to the Croydon King’s Football Club.  The club’s Polish 
ethnic background made the site the perfect meeting place for the Polish community.  
Almost two decades later, the reserve hosted the first biennial Adelaide Polish Harvest 
Festival, ‘Dozynki’ which showcases all aspects of Polish culture and language.  The 
symbol of the Dozynki Festival is the Weiniec (harvest wreath), shaped like a dome 
crown and decorated with ribbons and flowers.

Inspired by the site’s history of food, gathering, sharing, and of course football (soccer), 
the new reserve design celebrates these cultural connections.  The catalyst for the 
playspace layout was inspired by the Croydon King’s Football club logo which depicts 
the Mermaid of Warsaw holding a soccer ball.  The symbolic form of the dome crown 
and soccer ball have been repeated through the reserve play elements and facilities.  
Like the Weiniec, the playspace is decorated with flowers on its surface patterns and 
woody meadows.  The inclusion of a long table under the main shelter provides a 
long picnic table for gathering, celebrating and sharing.  This ideation has also been 
echoed in the play equipment selections, many of which involve multiple users and/or 
cooperation.

The play equipment and reserve facilities also respond to the priorities of the 
community as highlighted during the community consultation.  Ball sports, sliding, 
a rolling and riding track, climbing, swinging, themed play, jumping and nature play 
were the most popular play experiences requested by the community during the 
consultation.    All of these elements have been considered and included within the 
reserve design (refer to SK04 for equipment selections).  Further to this the reserve 
facilities most desired included toilets, shelter, natural shade, community events BBQs 
and seating.  These priorities have also been catered for with the reserve’s main picnic 
shelter, multiple other bespoke shelters, different seating options, new tree planting 
and toilet located in the Woody Meadow.

Weiniec (harvest wreath)Reserve sketch concept designCroydon King’s Football Club logo
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EVOLUTION OF THE DOME

As you move through the reserve the geometry of the dome evolves from simple to 
complex forms.

A simple turf mound greets you in the centre of the learn to ride track providing a more 
challenging play experience for the track users and a supervision point for guardians.  
The simplified form of the Wienec is resonated in the toilet roof, arbor and play 
cubby in the Woody Meadows.  As you move into the heart of the playspace, the large 
climbing domes sit proudly as an abstracted form of a soccer ball.  And finally, as you 
approach the ball and bocce courts, the complex geometry of the geodesic dome forms 
the sculptural shelters and screening around the court edges.

Shelters around basketball court
Main climbing domeDome cubby and arbor form

Geodesic dome (Louvre in Abu Dhabi)Wieniec shaped like the dome crown Abstracted soccer ball geometry
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Steel dome cubby

Multi way swing set

Nature play elements in mulch

Four way playground rocker

Multi level custom climbing dome with rope tunnel and slides

Water playAccessible in ground trampolines

Climbing net opportunities inside dome Accessible carousel Learn to ride track

Bocce court 3 on 3 basketball court with acrylic surface
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Custom curved shelter

Woody meadow

Long picnic table

Rain gardens for storm water filtration

Concrete paths

Seating rocks in pavingDetention basin planting for storm water filtration

Flower patterns and artwork sandblasted onto concrete paths Toilet with round timber look screenIrrigated turf and kick about area

Accessible double burner BBQ Concrete seating walls


